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Explore Our Past With A Self-Guided Tour Of Our Origins



Westport Historical Walking Tour 2

Steeped in heritage and nestled in the heart of the Rideau, Westport is a welcoming small village that’s big on 
community. Take a leisurely stroll around town and learn about the history of some of our older homes, and the 
community spirit that has helped shape our village into what it is today.

While enjoying the sights of Westport, please respect private property and view all homes from the sidewalk.

Welcome to Westport,  
Heart of the Rideau Lakes

1.    Vistor Welcome Centre
2.    Canada Post Heritage Building
3.    Foley House 
4.    The American House Hotel 
5.    Former Site of The Windsor Hotel
6.    The Whelan House 
7.    Westport Public and Continuation School
8.    Westport Station Motel
9.    Knox Presbyterian Church
10.  Memorial Gates on George Street
11.  St. Paul's Anglican Church 
12.  Hamilton House 
13.  George Street
14.  Spring Street
15.  St. Edward Catholic Church 
16.  The Fredenburgh House 
17.   Slabtown
18.  Westport Museum
19.  Town Hall 
20.  The Wordsmith 

21.  Jake by the Lake-Life is good Shoppe 
22.  Starlet 
23.  Westport Village Pharmacy 
24.  Conley House 
25.  The Victorian 
26. The C.W.L. Hall 
27.  The Village Green 
28.  Davey’s Store 
29.  Pinecone 
30.  Roisin 
31.  Westport United Church 
32.  Vanilla Bean's Cafe & Creamery (Formerly Bennett’s) 
33.  Lower Mountain Mercantile (Lockwood's House and Business) 
34.  The Cove Country Inn (Fredenburgh House)
35.  The Grist Mill Place 
36.  Westport Pond
37.  The Darby Residence 
38.  The Cameron Hotel Building
39.  Westport Spring and Rainbow Bridge 
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Westport Historical Walking Tour 3

 Visitor Welcome Centre
 (1 Spring Street)

This site was once occupied by one of Westport’s early shanties. 
The current building was built in 1995, offering showers, Wi-Fi, 
and washroom facilities for visitors. The shanty in the background 
of the photo was on the site of our current Post Office and Visitor 
Centre.

 Canada Post Heritage Building
 (Southwest Corner of Main and Spring Streets)

Built in 1935, this Victorian Gothic revival style building was 
constructed of local sandy limestone and has been operating as 
a post office since the day it opened. It is styled along the same 
designs as the parliament buildings with its copper roof and 
corner clock tower. The stone carvings, made in Quebec by local 
craftsmen, are an example of that time-period. Note the lizards 
that flank the corners of the main doorway and the squirrel on 
the corner of the tower block. High atop the spire you’ll notice the 
handcrafted weathervane of a postman braving the elements to 
deliver the mail.

 Foley House 
 (45 Main Street)

Completed in time for Confederation in 1867, this British classical 
residence and mercantile was built by Declan Foley — Irish  
immigrant, prominent businessman and landowner — and stayed 
in the family for many generations. Note the limestone quoins,  
cornices, lug sills, and keystone arches that were quarried and cut 
locally and transported via the Rideau. Westport-manufactured 
brick was used for the unusual three-brick, thick-walled design. 
Many original elements remain within the house that was  
renovated in 2009. Sir John A. MacDonald, among other promi-
nent dignitaries, overnighted here while traveling by steamship on 
the Rideau.

 The American House Hotel 
 (40 Main Street)

This limestone house and store was built in 1857. The three-foot-
thick foundation supports the narrower two foot thick outside 
walls. The massive lintels and quoins balance the classical style 
windows on the upper floor. In the 1890’s it became the American 
House Hotel that boasted new stylish stables on site. It has seen 
many purposes over the years including a restaurant, clothing 
store, hardware store, billiards room, and apartments. 

Trivia: In 1866, D’Arcy McGee spoke near this location to the 
villagers about confederation. In August of 1905 a local newspaper 
reported that Mr. J.V. Mulville had a 5-ounce egg from one of his 
Black Minorca hens on exhibit at his American House Hotel. The 
egg measured seven and a half by eight and a half inches!

 
 Former Site of The Windsor Hotel
 (42 & 44 Main Street)

The Windsor Hotel on this site was destroyed by fire in the winter 
of 1923. Residents pitched in to save what they could from the 
burning building and as they got the piano out the front door it 
managed to escape their grasp and rolled across the street.
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Westport Historical Walking Tour 4

 The Whelan House 
 (15 Rideau Street)

Built between 1875-1895 by Mr. Whelan with bricks from his 
Westport brick yard on Bedford St, this 1 1/2 story, L-shaped 
building features a front gable, an off-centre door, and a verandah 
that originally extended across the whole front of the house. The 
post and bracket design of the verandah was popular in Upper 
Canada after 1860, replacing elaborate treillage. The building is 
an example of the “picturesque eclectic style”, which characterized 
the High Victorian phase (1850-1890) of Victorian architecture. 
The Whelan House can be seen at the far end of the street on the 
left side in this photo.

 Westport Public and Continuation School
 (Corner of Concession & Rideau Streets)

The school was built in 1899 in a two-storey structure style that 
was popular throughout Canada. In 1908, the Westport School 
Board received a grant to develop a continuation school (high 
school) upstairs. This was one of the few such schools approved 
by the Province at the time. In 1960, when Rideau District High 
School was built in Elgin, the high school part of the curriculum 
ceased. In 1968, the public school was closed when Rideau Vista 
public school opened on the outskirts of the village.

 Historic Plaque
 (52b Concession Street)

6

7

8

This was the northern terminus of what was intended to be the 
Brockville, Westport, and Sault Ste. Marie Railway. It was built to 
carry passengers, mail, general freight, and agricultural products 
to and from the St. Lawrence River area where connections could 
be made for other destinations. The railway, when built, provided 
the first dependable year-round transportation link to this area. It 
operated from 1888 to 1952. A brief history of the B&W can be 
found near the former site of the station on the historical plaque.

B & W Trivia: Tourists and picnickers loved excursions on the B & 
W Railway, but it was not so popular amongst those that wanted to 
get somewhere in a hurry. Even though the line was only 45 miles 
in length, the train would take a minimum of two hours and 40 
minutes to travel the distance, and much longer if the travelling 
conditions were poor. Making 14 stops enroute (and two more for 
watering the engine), the train could be delayed for any number of 
reasons including the one year where the tracks in Westport were 
overwhelmed with armyworms that made the rails so slippery the 
wheels kept spinning and couldn’t move the train.

 Knox Presbyterian Church
 (47 Concession Street)

The first Presbyterian church was built on this site in 1859. It was 
destroyed by fire in 1896. Just ten months later the congregation 
erected the present building. The pews and pulpit were made  
locally in W.C. Fredenburgh’s furniture factory. Originally a  
cone-shaped tower stood on top of the entrance but, because of its 
open design, it did not withstand Canadian winters and had to  
be removed.

 Memorial Gates on 
George Street

Built in 1919/20, these  
limestone pillars and iron  
memorialize the 11 Westport 
men who gave their lives in 
World War I. The Westport 
Women’s Institute raised the 
funds for these handsome 
gates. “Decoration Day”  
(the predecessor of  
Remembrance Day) was held 
at the gates in June 1920, with 
11 children laying real flowers 
to recognize the heroes who 
gave their lives. Remembrance 
Day ceremonies occurred at 
this site for years prior to the 
establishment of the Cenotaph, originally located on Spring St.

9 

10



Westport Historical Walking Tour 5

 St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
(Corner of George & Spring Streets)

Erected in 1890, the floor plan centres around the altar, which 
is common in Roman Catholic and Anglo-Catholic churches. The 
Gothic vaulted ceiling 
of the church reminds 
one of the bones of a 
ship turned downside 
up. The spire was 
added in 1901 and 
built by masons from 
Newboro. The church’s 
stained-glass window, 
especially the rose 
window of the west 
facade, and the Gothic 
limestone arches are 
typical of the Gothic 
Revival architecture of 
that period.

 Hamilton House 
 (17 Spring Street)

Built in the 
1850’s, this 
building was 
originally 
located near 
Bedford Mills 
and was 
owned and 
operated as a 
logging camp 
and sawmill by 
John Chaffey. 
In 1876, new 
owner W.J. 
Webster moved the house to Westport. The building was cut in half 
and floated on two rafts down Mud Lake, to Newboro, through the 
locks and across the Upper Rideau to Westport. The two sections 
were horse drawn up the street and reassembled at this current 
location. The building was used by Dr. W.G. Hamilton as both his 
office and residence.

 George Street

During its past, George Street has also been known as “Incubator 
Street” and “Cat and Dog Street”, due to the number of babies and 
animals that called this area home. At the time of this photo, the 
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east side of George Street was home to the blacksmith shop at 
the far end of the block, and the old Free Methodist Church (now a 
private residence) stands on the corner. The house at the far end 
of the street (32 Bedford Street) sits on the property that is listed 
as “The Fair Ground” on the village maps, and Dr. Donnelly, the 
veterinarian, lived at the southwest corner of George and Bedford 
Streets (the white house at the end of the block with smoke  
coming from the chimney).

 Spring Street

If you turn around at this point and look down Spring Street you 
can compare the current view with the one shown in this photo 
from the early 1900s.

 St. Edward Catholic Church 
(Corner of Bedford & Concession Streets)

The cornerstone of this church was laid 
on August 31, 1859. The spire is 150 feet 
high topped by a cross measuring 15 by 
11 feet. The church building is of Gothic 
Revival style. It has a high vaulted ceiling, 
large pillars and a beautiful choir loft. The 
church’s location on the sloping hill with its 
corridor of maple trees adds a great deal to 
the beauty of the setting.

St. Edward Trivia: The approximate cost at 
the time of construction was $21,000.00 
with the interior plastering alone costing 
around $3,200.00.

 The Fredenburgh House 
(4 Mountain Road)

This is a  
typical example 
of Ontario’s fine, 
old, rural homes. 
It represents the 
sturdy and  
practical style 
built in the early 
to mid 1800s 
using materials 
common to the 
area. Roger 
Rorison, a veteran of the War of 1812, built this home. It features 
many unique items such as the two front windows with multi paned  
sashes – a rare 15 panes to each—a tent awning verandah roof 
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Westport Historical Walking Tour 6

built on curved rafters, rear quoins or cornerstones extending out 
for future extensions, and a deep well lined with stones. It has 
been kept in fine repair and has been modernized and naturalized 
in a way that blends everlasting beauty with its historical charm.

 Slabtown

Centre Street is in the section of the village known as “Slabtown”. 
Running from the corner of Concession and Bedford Street up to 
the base of The Mountain to the Methodist Cemetery, Slabtown 
got its name from the abundance of slabs that were always laying 
around from the many sawmills in the area. Children would use 
these slabs as boards for the rinks they made on the pond and 
called their team “The Slabtowners”.

 Westport Museum
 (29 Bedford Street)

Built in the 1850s, this buildng was used 
by Conley and Truelove who manufactured 
boats, furniture, and coffins. In 1861, 
owner George Murphy installed two forges 
and bellows and converted the building 
into a blacksmith shop. Joseph Shillington 
purchased the building in 1873. For many 
years, George Kilpatrick, the resident 
blacksmith, used the second floor as his 
family dwelling. The museum opened its 
doors in the old blacksmith shop in June 
of 1961

 Town Hall 
 (30 Bedford Street)

Constructed in 1853 for $300.00, this building was used as the 
town hall for the township of North Crosby. In 1904, when the  
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Village of Westport became an independent municipality, both 
municipalities used it until overcrowding forced the Township to 
relocate. Renovations were done in 2010 to bring the Council 
chambers and Village office downstairs. Inside, the exposed stone 
wall between the office and the chambers was the original back 
wall of the Village jail, and the barred windows are still visible.

 The Wordsmith 
(22 Bedford Street — Formerly The Masonic Hall)

Built in the late 19th century as a woodworking shop, this was 
originally a frame lap strake structure to which the metal siding 
was added in the early 20th century. Eventually it became a meet-
ing hall for the Odd Fellows, the Masons, and the Westport Lions 
before being bought by The Wordsmith in 2001.

 Jake By The Lake-Life is good Shoppe 
 (14 Bedford Street — Formerly The Myers Block) 

Built in 1915. Over the 
years many merchants 
and businesses have 
operated from this 
block. At one time Burt 
Adams published The 
Review-Mirror here, 
while John North had a 
shoe shop in the middle 
section with Charlie 
Gorell’s Tailor shop on 
the other side.

 Starlet
 (2 Church Street — Former Site of The Wardrobe House)

From 1870 to 1922 this site was occupied by The Wardrobe 
House, a two and a half storey frame hotel conducted by P.J. 
McParland. On December 28,1922, strong winds fanned the 
flames of a devastating fire which was believed to have broken out 
in the upper floor of Win Blair’s Grocery Store (current location of 
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Rosie Yumski’s). The fire destroyed The Wardrobe House, together 
with outbuildings; the grocery store of W. B. Blair with premises 
above occupied by the Masonic Order; the dwelling of W.B. Blair 
adjoining; the hardware store of the McNally brothers; the garage 
of the O’Hara Brothers; the frame dwelling of H.C. McEwen; and 
the millinery store of Miss Pauline Mulville. 

  Westport Village Pharmacy 
  (3 Church Street)
Originally Wing & Mulville’s  

General Store, this building was  
constructed in the 1880s by Wm.  
Garrett and managed to survive the 
fires of the early 1900s. Reporting 
on the blaze that destroyed The 
Wardrobe House across the street, 
a local newspaper noted that, “the 
brick store of M.E. Mulville was in 
the path of the flames but escaped 
with a scorching”. This building was 
also home to the  
popular Brown Bear store for many 
years.

  Conley House 
  (14 Church Street)
The Conley House was the 

home of an early Westport boat 
builder and furniture maker. Per-
haps due to its set-back location, 
this fine home also managed to sur-
vive the destruction of the Church 
Street fires, despite its wooden exte-
rior. The owner’s carpentry skills are 
evident in the elaborate gingerbread 
trim, which still adorns the build-
ing’s exterior. Mr. Conley was also 
responsible for building his original 
shop, which houses the Westport 
Museum, located across from Town 
Hall at 29 Bedford Street.

  The Victorian 
  (16 Church Street — Formerly The Stevens House)

Built in the late 1800s, this grand home also managed to survive 
the devastating fires of the early 1900s. Dr. M.D. Berry once lived 
in this house, and after Dr. Berry’s death in 1919 the building was 
purchased by Dr. C.W. Stevens, who became Westport’s dentist, 
and it was here where he cared for the teeth of the community for 
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many years. The home would stay in the Stevens family until it was 
sold in the mid-1980s. In this photo, Dr. Stevens is on the steps of 
his home with his family.

  The C.W.L. Hall 
  (18 Church Street)

Built in the late 1880s, this was the home and shop of A.M. Craig, 
the inventor of the one-piece harness buckle. In the early 1900s it 
was the general store of D. Hecht & Co., and then housed the local 
pharmacy, as well as a doctor’s office and a pool hall until 1920. 
The Catholic Women’s League owned it from 1921-1988 when it 
was used for many purposes, including temporary accommodation 
after a fire in 1923 that destroyed local hotels. In 1988, it was  
renovated into offices, stores and third floor apartment. It can be 
seen on the left of this photo looking down Church St.

  The Village Green
  (19 Church Street)

This site once housed the bakeshop and residence of H.C.  
McEwen and was known as The McEwen Block. The Church Street 
fire of 1915 is believed to have started in the living quarters 
located above the shop. According to the Perth Courier, “Westport 
received a baptism of fire in a conflagration that for a time looked 
as though the picturesque village was doomed to destruction.” 
Due to a heavy southwest wind, the fire spread rapidly through the 
downtown core. The confectionary shop, ice cream parlour, and 
bakery in the McEwen building were destroyed, along with the  
barber shop that was also housed there. A wood-framed  
drugstore to the north of McEwen’s, along with G.W. Castle’s  
jewelry store (current location of the L.C.B.O) made of brick, was 
also lost. The total damage was estimated at $50,000  
(approximate value of $1.4 million today), with insurance covering 
$30,000 of the damage. The current structure was built on the 
foundation of the McEwen Block, which can still be seen extending 
approximately two feet in front of the building. Prior to the Village 
Green, a string of grocery stores operated here.
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  Davey’s Store
  (21 Church Street)

Once owned by Barney Davey 
this building housed Davey’s 
Store, which sold animal feed, 
shoes, groceries, and much, 
much more. Barney Davey was 
involved in horse racing all over 
Ontario and even into the U.S. 
and was a big supporter of 
Trotting Races that took place 
on the frozen Rideau. Although 
made of wood, this structure 
managed to survive the Church 
Street fire of 1915, but it didn’t 
go unscathed. The fire was 
pushed northward from H.C. 
McEwen’s bakeshop located 
next door, and numerous owners of this building say that char 
marks along the rafters of the attic remain. 

  Pinecone
  Whaley’s Store (23 Church Street) 

In the latter part of the 
1800s, Mrs. T.P. Castle 
ran a bakery and  
grocery store in this  
building, then her  
daughter, Jennie, opened 
it as a candy shop  
following her mother's 
death. Jennie's brother, 
George, owned Castle’s 
Jewelry Shop, just a few 
doors down the block, 
which was destroyed in the Church Street fire of 1915, while Jen-
nie's candy shop survived unscathed. Later, the Whaleys operated 
a general store, run by Wyn Whaley. Following Wyn's death, the 
building sat vacant for many years before being bought by Rex and 
Mae Shepherd. The Shepherds, entertainers in their pre-Westport 
life, ran a restaurant called The Homestead, where there were 
monkeys in the kitchen and skunks out back. The monkeys were in 
a cage and named Buttons and Candy. 

  Roisin
  (25 Church Street — Formerly Joe Chisamore’s Barber Shop)

Once home to the Misses Taggart Millinery Shop in the late 1800s, 
sisters Mary, Carrie, Sarah, and Nina, and their mother, Mrs. Alba 
Lee Taggart, operated their business here into the 1920s. Mrs. 
Taggart's husband, Alba, constructed the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church on the corner of Spring and Church Streets, which is now 
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the United Church (after the Methodist congregations split, half 
would join the newly-formed United Church, and the other half 
would become Free Methodists and worship down the block on the 
corner of George and Spring). Carrie died in 1940 and was the last 
of the Misses Taggart to pass away. Carrie’s body rested in her old 
home here for two days before the funeral, and 150 of her friends 
and relatives came to view the body and pay their last respects. 

Mr. Edmund McCaffrey was next to operate a shop in the home 
of the Misses Taggart, and in June of 1939 he sold the business 
to Joe Chisamore. Joe, who was one of the pallbearers at Carrie's 
funeral, moved in and operated a very popular barbershop, giving 
his last haircut on the evening of Saturday, May 30th, 1970. 

  Westport United Church 
  (Southeast Corner of Church & Spring Streets)

Originally built as a Methodist 
church in 1889, this  
remarkable non-traditional 
designed monochromatic brick 
structure has three entrances 
to welcome worshipers from 
many streets. Inside, the spa-
cious interior is flanked with 
natural wood and is set in a 
downward angle with circular 
seating. The choir alcove is 
located behind the pulpit under 
one of the traditional gothic 
stained-glass windows. Pull out 
extension seating can be found 
at the end of each pew, which 
is a unique design found in very few churches of this time period.

  Vanilla Bean’s Cafe & Creamery 
  (34 Main — Formerly Street Bennett's Store)

The original stone building, constructed circa 1890, was a  
monument house and tombstone cutting business, which had no  
windows or front door. R.H. Whaley would later run it as a  
pharmacy until Mike Bennett bought it in 1924 and established an 
ice cream parlour. His son, Bruce, operated a magazine shop and 
confectionary until his death in 1996.

At the time of this photo, the building housed the shop of R.H. 
Whaley where you could purchase pharmaceuticals and  
eyeglasses, make telephone calls, and send telegraphs and  
cables. Westport’s original post office was located next door and is 
the current location of Vanilla Bean’s patio.
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  Lower Mountain Mercantile 
  (20 Main Street — Formerly Lockwood’s House & Business)

Hiram W. Lockwood built a general store on the corner of Bedford 
and Main Streets in 1872. In 1898, the Lockwood Store became 
the Union Bank and since has changed hands several times.  
Currently, this is the Lower Mountain Mercantile and Spy Rock 
Scoop Shoppe in the summer months. Lockwood’s House can be 
seen on the right in this photo. To the left is Blair’s Store, which 
would be destroyed by fire in the 1960s.

Lockwood Trivia: One of Hiram’s five sons was Dr. A.L. Lockwood 
whose pioneering efforts on the battlefield of WWI advanced the 
development of thoracic surgery, earning him the Distinguished 
Service Order and the Military Cross. He would return to his native 
country to establish the Lockwood Clinic in Toronto following a stint 
as the Head Surgeon at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.  

  The Cove Country Inn 
  (2 Bedford Street — Formerly W.H. Fredenburgh House)

The main part of this building was the residence of W. H. Freden-
burgh, one of the village's early merchants and lumbermen. It 
was built about 1876. Since then, it has been extended and has 
changed hands several times. It was first used as a hotel in 1930 
when it was owned by Alex and Lena Brown and was called the 
Lexena Hotel. 

  The Grist Mill Place 
  (21 Main Street — Former Site of The Ryan Hotel)

In 1829, this 
was the site of 
one of two mills 
that the Man-
hard brothers 
started to take 
advantage of the 
stream flowing 
from Sand Lake 
to the Upper 
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Rideau. It operated as a gristmill, a place where farmers could 
bring their grains to be ground. It later became Fredenburgh's 
Furniture Factory. In 1927, James Ryan began construction of a 
massive three-storey hotel which was touted as being “the best 
laid-out hotel building in Canada”. The unique cafeteria featured a 
water flume, swarming with live fish, which ran the entire length of 
the building so that parties could land their boats inside the hotel. 
With 40 bedrooms, those that faced the water featured verandahs 
and many rooms allowed for fishing from the windows. Sadly, the 
hotel would burn to its foundations, under suspicious circumstanc-
es, before it ever saw its first guest.

In 1949 the hotel ruins were purchased by an architect, Horace 
Roberts, who built a new house and passed it on to his son Tom 
Roberts. Tom made bats for professional baseball players and 
operated TomKat Bats on the site. Changing hands again in 2011, 
the house underwent massive renovations. One of the original 
round grinding stones was uncovered during the renovations and 
is now visible in the courtyard.

  Westport Pond 
  (The Origins of Westport)

The first mill was constructed in 1818 at the head of Upper Rideau 
Lake. Instead of the Mill Pond, a stream originally flowed from 
Sand Lake. At one time Westport’s “Pest House” sat at an isolat-
ed location on the far shore of the pond. It was used during the 
smallpox epidemic, which ended in 1902, as a quarantine house. 
It closed in June of 1902 and only the foundation remains.

The stone house at 13 Main Street was built by Matthew Walker 
Scott in 1870. In 1877, Scott built the house at 15 Main Street for 
his hired hand.

A.M. Craig (his residence is referred to at Stop 26 - 18 Church St) 
invented the one-piece harness buckle and began manufacturing 
his wares at a factory at the west end of the pond. When that build-
ing was destroyed by fire in 1909, the factory relocated to 19 Main 
Street where it became known as the Westport Manufacturing and 
Plating Company. 

By 1916 the major investors forced a foreclosure resulting in the 
abandonment of the building. In the 1920s, it was renovated into a 
sawmill and later used as a dance hall before being purchased for 
a fish hatchery with staff living accommodations. In 1988 it was 
converted to the current condominiums.

This photo shows one of the cruise ships that used to dock at  
Fredenburgh’s Warf which was located below The Westport  
Manufacturing and Plating Company.
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  Westport Spring and Rainbow Bridge 
  (The Foot of Fetch Murphy Walk)

Indigenous artifacts found on this site indicate that it was used as a campsite in pioneer days. The walking bridge connecting it to Goat 
Island — so named as it was populated by goats in the spring and summer months for many years — was installed in the mid 1960s. The 
Spring is located beside the Village's Harbour and currently is a busy picnic area for residents and boaters that ply the Historic Rideau 
Canal.

Rainbow Bridge Trivia: The bridge was delivered, already made and in one large piece, on the back of a flat-bed truck in the 1960s and 
lowered into place by a crane. At one point, during its way through the village, it became wedged as the truck attempted to make a corner 
and a great deal of manoeuvring, as well as the temporary removal of a telephone pole, was needed to get it to its destination.

  The Cameron Hotel Building 
  (41 Main Street) 

Originally the Cameron Hotel, with stables along the water’s edge, 
this building was later home to the Merchant’s Bank and would 
eventually become the Bank of Montreal, which it remained for 
decades until the branch was closed in June 2026.

  The Darby Residence 
  (33 Main Street)

The Darby Residence was constructed by a carriager by the name 
of W. Fife between the years 1857-1860 and has since seen a 
long line of businesses: Frank Wing’s furniture shop, McCann the 
shoemaker, Mrs. Scott’s hat shoppe, and Darby’s insurance office, 
to name a few.

This building is unusual due to the double entrances in front. In its 
earlier days, one of these was used for the shop, and the other for 
the family residence. The building itself was constructed of lime-
stone, possibly from the old Lynn quarry on Salem Road.
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This walking tour was produced by the Westport Tourism Group in association 
with the Westport Museum. Text written by Christine Janeway, Westport Museum 
Curator, Photos published with permission from the Westport Museum.

© Westport Tourism Group 2026. All rights reserved.

Sawmills built by Sheldon Stoddard and the Manhard brothers in 1828-29, during the construction of the Rideau Canal, fostered 
the development here of a small settlement. Grist-mills and wharves were soon erected and, by 1848, a post-office, “West Port,” 
had been established. Within a decade, the hamlet contained 300 residents and several prosperous businesses, including the 
general store of Declan Foley and mills of William H. Fredenburgh, a prominent lumber exporter. The community’s growth was 
stimulated by agricultural prosperity and the construction of the Brockville, Westport and Sault Ste. Marie Railway, completed in 
1888 between Brockville and Westport, which then had a population of about 700. Westport was incorporated as a village, with 
900 inhabitants, by a United Counties bylaw of 1903.

escapetowestport.ca


